
OPEN DAY
The weather couldn’t have been better for the Open
Day – our 3rd – held to show Berkhamsted residents
what a delight ful and precious green space there is so
close to the town centre and too demonstrate the joys of
allotment gardening in general. Visitors, including several
Town Councillors and gardeners from Butts Meadow,
were invited to follow an allotment walk round both
sites. They were able to see for themselves the wide
variety of crops being grown and appreciate many 
different and individual approaches to an allotment garden.

They could also see the plans and preliminary work
for the orchard and wildflower meadow on SSN and
they could could stop for refreshments on either (or
both!) sites. It was sometimes difficult to keep up with
the demand for refreshments and allotment produce.
Our grateful thanks to all those tenants who generously
provided cakes, biscuits, jams and produce etc. The
demand for elderflower cordial is now well established
and visitors were delighted to  find such novelties as
lavender biscuits.

The good weather allowed us to do a lot of prepara-
tory signage well in advance. Quite a few members
were on holiday, but hopefully there will be more 
tenants about on their gardens to talk to visitors on the
Harvest Open Day on 27th September. Apart from
a slight crisis when the gas bottle ran out just as we
were about to serve the first coffees, the day was an
enjoyable success, followed by a relaxing barbeque.
And by the way, we made over £200 for society funds.
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As we go to press, the sun has shone for days and we are sweltering in unreasonably high temperatures.
So the priority of gardening has become watering, in order to turn the promise of a productive season and
abundant crops, into reality. One good Samaritan just mentioned in conversation  that he had watered
seven plots in one evening, for neighbours who were away, and he is typical of the community spirit which
exists at Sunnyside. It shows in so many ways, and is constantly my personal experience. Perhaps neigh-
bourliness goes hand-in-hand with gardening!

The highlight of the past few weeks was the Open Day and Barbeque on June 28th. You will read Angela's
report below. We have to thank her for all her excellent organisation and Ted and his team for their three
days of mowing and strimming. We were shown off to our best advantage and most tenants had made an
effort to tidy up, so to walk round both sites, old and new was a most pleasurable experience. Then the 
successful barbeque organised by Patrick, with music courtesy of Peter, happily brought to an end, a 
successful day. You will see that we have eleven new tenants. We are pleased to welcome them and hope
they will find keeping an allotment a most rewarding experience. One of these new tenants can vouch for
that, for with three months effort, he has created a garden of vegetables, fruit and a lawn – a place to work
and relax in. At the other end of the scale, we have said goodbye to Lionel whose 90th birthday we 
celebrated on the allotments last year. We hope he enjoys his 65 years of happy memories of Sunnyside.

* STOP PRESS  * Lions Fete – Monday 25th August – Cricket Club 1pm-5.30pm
SAS is taking a pitch at the Lion’s August Bank Holiday Fete this year to promote allotments and allotment 

gardening. We will be mounting a display of photographs and raffling a basket of freshly grown produce with
the proceeds going to the Lions Club. We are looking for volunteers to do an hour or so on the stand, so if you

feel you can enthuse fellow Berkhamsted residents with the pleasures of allotment gardening, please get in touch
with Angela Wheeldon at the Tea hut on B15 or on 874440.

Above: Rounding the day off nicely, members and their
friends relax at the barbeque.



HEALTH AND SAFETY
The Town Warden has been charged with carrying out
regular checks of our Allotment sites to ensure there are
no hazards likely to cause a problem. We are all 
responsible for ourselves and others at the allotments
and should keep this in mind when going about our
activities. A number of tenants have small children. We
have no wish to discourage potential allotment holders
but we would request that parents keep a close eye on
their charges to ensure accidents do not occur. 
Children running around on the paths can be at risk.
The roadways are reasonably safe but with the increase
in the number of greenhouses on the sites we should all
take care not to slip or fall where glass is present to
avoid serious injury.

UNTIDY GARDENS
Our conditions of tenancy require that we keep our
plots tidy in order to avoid creating a nuisance to 
adjacent tenants. Sadly a number of tenants have not
been seen on their gardens for some months and are in
breach of their tenancy agreements. They have been
written to, to try to discover if this apparent neglect is
only temporary. Unfortunately we have not received
any response from some. Therefore, we are assuming
that their tenancies are no longer required. The Town
Council will be requested to advise the tenants 
concerned of the termination of their tenancies.

BONFIRES
Our neighbours have complained again about smoke
from fires during the recent hot weather. Tenants are
reminded to be considerate  when lighting fires and to
be mindful of the notes on bonfires on our 
notice boards.

RAILWAY WORKS SUNNYSIDE NEW
These works are due to start this month. The bottom
gateway into the new site will be widened to take heavy
equipment. Plots 1,2, and 3 will be where the works
take place and the top soil will be moved to a bund on
plot 3 and replaced after the works are completed.

Your committee discussed the issue of restoration of
the hedge and gateway on completion and the
Contractor will be requested to replant the hedge with
hawthorn and to ensure the plants get established. We
will also ask for a new 5-bar gate with a small wicket
gate for pedestrian traffic, similar to that on the opposite
side of Ivy house Lane.

The contractor will also be asked to assist us with the
widening of the middle roadway to make plots more
accessible. Whether we succeed with our objective
depends entirely on the cooperation of Balfour Beatty.

TOILET FACILITIES
At our request the Town Council are to arrange a meeting
with Thames Water, Borough Council Planning
Department, themselves and SAS representatives to discuss
the way forward. Since the last newsletter two problems
have arisen. The first is Thames Water’s requirement
that the connection to the main sewer is made by
someone fully qualified and conversant with the CDM
regulations. The second is whether or not planning 
permission will be needed. Our enquiries to the
Planning Department were inconclusive. They did not
know whether there were any Town Council Bylaws
which could affect the works. Both these problems
would bring additional costs which have not been 
provided for within the expenditure authorised by the
Town Council. Hopefully by the next Newsletter the
way forward will be clearer.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Sunnyside Rural trust
The Trust has had their application approved for the
construction of two sheds, one on Old (toolshed) and
one on New.

Sunnyside Church Car park
Planning permission is likely to be granted for this project.
In addition, we understand there is a plan to construct
a soak away under ‘B’ road. This is adjacent to the area
on B42 which floods in very wet weather, so we are
concerned about further adverse affects on this plot and
B39/41/43.

TENANCIES
Sunnyside Old is fully tenanted at present, so we would
like to know if anyone is planning to relinquish their 
tenancy. Forms are available in the Tea Hut on plot B15
Sunnyside Old.
Out – SSO
Lionel Batchelor A7
Diana Jones A23(a)
Out – SSN
Amanda Seabourne 4
In – SSO
Brian Jackson A7
Judith Stringer/Geoff Hart A1
Richard Pollock A39
Mervyn Hunter A41
Ann Bird A44
Ann Armitage B10
Mary Bannister B12 (b)
Chris Dew B34
Sally Reynolds/Nick Allen C35
In – SSN
Carol Barnes 47
Alan Miller 53
Sunnyside Rural Trust 116



ALLOTMENT WATCH
The tool marking events were successful and hopefully
if further break-ins occur, we will stand a better chance
of recovering any items which may be stolen, and some
tenants have already fitted alarms to their sheds. We
must continue to be watchful and if strangers are seen
in places where they should not be, they should be 
spoken to and directed to the public footpath. Our 
vigilance may deter them from doing something 
they shouldn’t.

RAGWORT
Ragwort is a proscribed weed, ie. it is subject to legal
restrictions. It is regarded as potentially harmful as it can
result in an allergic reaction, especially in children and it
is definitely poisonous to horses. Councils used to be
vigilant about removing it, but it can now be seen
spreading along motorway verges and railway embank-
ments. The number of plants on the allotments is also
increasing. 

It can easily be recognised at this time of year by its
tall stems of yellow daisy-like flowers springing up from
a rosette of finely or ragged (hence the name) dark
green leaves. Ideally, the plants should be dug up and
destroyed, but if this isn’t possible, the flower heads
should be cut off now before they start to seed.

However ragwort is also the food plant of the lava
of the striking black and red cinnabar moth. The 
caterpillar is is equally striking with alternate black and
orange stripes round its body. So there are ecologically
sound reasons for leaving a few plants as a food source
provided they are tucked away in an unfrequented
place.

DID YOU KNOW?  
Research has shown that most runner beans are right-
handed?!

YOUR COMMITTEE
Chairman Bruce Jones
Vice Chairman Ted Dyer 872684
Secretary Jenny Sippings 865890
Treasurer John Savage 873877
Angela Wheeldon 874440
Patrick Stileman 874457
Clive Weakley 875373
Graham Hall 873408
Fiona Duck 874334
Daniel Bartlett
Brenda Baines Newsletter Editor 865853

GARDENERS CLIPPINGS
Black & Decker Electric Lawnmower – 6 months old,

good home required, offers invited. 
Telephone Ag on 873904.

DON’T FORGET
Harvest Open Day, 27th September, 11am -5pm 

– we will be looking for produce to sell.


